
ESSENTIAL & EMERGENT VS NON-ESSENTIAL DENTAL PROCEDURES

* * * Dentists need to use the following simply as a guide and make judgment calls on the urgency of a procedure 

* * * Please note all procedures should also consider risk factors associated with demographics more susceptible to COVID-19 such as as elderly patients

* * * Refer to your state regulations for specific mandates and guidelines

Specialt y Procedure Type Essent ial & Em ergent Non Essent ial

RESTORATIVE

Fil l ings/Rest orat ions

Incipient  t o Mild Decay x

Moderat e Decay x

Severe Decay x

Fract ure t oot h repair

Pain x

No Pain (If  pat ient  feels uncom for t able, consider  t hat  pat ient  in pain) x

Crown

* * * consider  delaying crown if  possible t o focus on em ergent  care

Crowns t o be com plet ed if  necessary t o rest ore funct ion f rom  f ract ure or  x

Proact ive replacem ent  of  rest orat ion w it hout  decay x

Veneers x

Br idges x

COSMETICS x

ENDODONTICS

Root  Canal Therapy or  Ret reat m ent  (Ant er ior , Prem olar , Post er ior )

Act ive Infect ion x

Pat ient  in Pain x

Swell ing or  cellu l i t is x

ORAL SURGERY

Ext ract ions

Act ive Infect ion x

Pat ient  in Pain x

Swell ing or  cellu l i t is x

Third Molar  w it hout  t he above sym pt om s x

Asym pt om at ic - Medically Com prom ised pat ient x

Facial Traum a x

Biopsy(t o suppor t  pat hology diagnosis) x

Cellu l i t is/  Incision and Drainage x

Im plant s x

TMJ w it h dysfunct ion and/or  pain x

HYGIENE PROCEDURE

New Pat ient x

Recall x

Cont inuing Care x

PERIODONTAL 
PROCEDURES

Scaling and Root  Planning

St age 1-2 x

St age 3 - doct ors t o use judgm ent x x

St age 4 x

Per iodont al Maint enance x

Debr idem ent  of  Acut e Per iodont al Abscess x

Osseious Surgery for  painful, acut e infect ion x

Sof t  Tissue Graf t ing x

Crown Lengt hening x

EMERGENCY PATIENTS Any exist ing and new pat ient  w it h urgent  needs should be seen t o decrease x

ORTHODONTICS

New Bandings x

New St ar t  - Clear  Aligners x

Pat ient  com plicat ions (w ire or  bracket  f ract ures) x

Recall (bracket s or  aligners) x

Debond x

* * * Doct or  t o m ake judgm ent  on if  recall has had an ext ended t im e per iod 

PEDIATRICS * * * Follow  guidelines above for  specif ic procedures for  pediat r ic pat ient s.
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